
1 Kings 8:30
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, and of

thy people Israel, when they shall pray toward this place: and

hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place: and when thou

hearest, forgive. 

Analysis

And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant,  and of thy people

Israel, when they shall pray toward this place: and hear thou in heaven thy

dwelling place: and when thou hearest, forgive.

This verse contributes to the broader narrative of dedication of the temple, within

the book's focus on Solomon's wisdom, temple building, and tragic apostasy. 

The  Hebrew  text  reveals  nuances  important  for  understanding  this  passage's

contribution  to  1  Kings'  theological  message  about  kingship,  covenant,  and

faithfulness  to  Yahweh.  This  verse  demonstrates  the  consequences  when God's

people—especially their leaders—either follow or forsake the covenant established

at Sinai.

Historical Context

First Kings was written during or after the Babylonian exile (6th century BCE),

reflecting on the monarchy period (10th-9th centuries BCE) to explain why the

kingdoms fell. Solomon's reign (c. 970-930 BCE) represented Israel's golden age of

peace and prosperity. 
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Ancient  Near Eastern kingship ideology viewed kings as  divine representatives

responsible for maintaining cosmic order through right worship.  Archaeological

discoveries  from sites  like  Megiddo,  Hazor,  and Samaria  confirm the historical

reliability  of  1  Kings'  descriptions  of  building  projects  and  administrative

structures.

Related Passages

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

Study Questions

How does the temple as God's dwelling place help us understand Christ's

incarnation and the church as God's temple today?

What does Solomon's prayer and dedication teach about approaching God in

worship and prayer?

How does this verse point toward or prepare for the coming of Christ and His

eternal kingdom?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

ושְָֽׁמַעְתָּ
And hearken

H8085

אֶל
H413

ת ַּ תּחְִנ
thou to the supplication

H8467

ָ ך ְּ עַבדְ
of thy servant

H5650

ָ ך ועְַמְּ
and of thy people

H5971

ל יִשְׂראֵָ
Israel
H3478

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

ּ ו יִֽתפְּלַלְ
when they shall pray

H6419

אֶל
H413

וֹם מְק
place
H4725

ה ֶּ הַז
H2088

אַתּהָ ְ ו
H859

ושְָֽׁמַעְתָּ
And hearken

H8085

אֶל
H413

וֹם מְק
place
H4725

ָ שִׁבתְּךְ
thy dwelling

H3427

אֶל
H413

יִם הַשָּׁמַ
thou in heaven

H8064

ושְָֽׁמַעְתָּ
And hearken

H8085

וסְָלחְָֽתּ׃ָ
forgive
H5545

Additional Cross-References

1 Kings 8:39 (Parallel theme): Then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and

forgive, and do, and give to every man according to his ways, whose heart thou

knowest; (for thou, even thou only, knowest the hearts of all the children of men;)

1 Kings 8:36 (References Israel): Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of

thy servants, and of thy people Israel, that thou teach them the good way wherein

they should walk, and give rain upon thy land, which thou hast given to thy people

for an inheritance.

1 Kings 8:34 (References Israel): Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of

thy people Israel, and bring them again unto the land which thou gavest unto their

fathers.

Daniel 9:19 (Parallel theme): O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and

do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called

by thy name.
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Isaiah  57:15 (Parallel  theme):  For  thus  saith  the  high  and  lofty  One  that

inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with

him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble,

and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

Ecclesiastes 5:2 (Parallel theme):  Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine

heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon

earth: therefore let thy words be few.
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